
 

 

1  
 

 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 

INFRASTRUCTURE, SAFETY AND 
GROWTH SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 

HELD ON 17th DECEMBER 2019 
 
 

 
PRESENT: Councillor S Goodall (Chair), Councillors A Farrell, M Bailey, 

R Bilcliff, P Brindley, T Clements, Dr S Peaple and P Thurgood 

 
CABINET: 

 

Councillor J Oates 

 
The following officers were present: Paul Weston (Assistant Director Assets), 
Matthew Fletcher (Head of Economic Development and Regeneration) and Jo 
Hutchison (Democratic Services, Scrutiny and Elections Officer) 
 
 
There were no apologies.  
 
 

47 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING  
 
The Minutes of the previous Infrastructure Safety and Growth Scrutiny Committee 
held on 25th November 2019 were approved and signed as a correct record. 
 
(Moved by Councillor R Bilcliff and seconded by Councillor T Clements) 
 

48 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

49 UPDATE FROM THE CHAIR  
 
The Chair highlighted to the Committee that a Report on Public Space Protection 
Orders would be considered by Cabinet on 19th December 2019. 
 

50 RESPONSES TO REPORTS OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE SAFETY & 
GROWTH COMMITTEE  
 
There were no recommendations from this Committee to cabinet which had not 
been previously reported on. 
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51 CONSIDERATION OF MATTERS REFERRED TO THE INFRASTRUCTURE 
SAFETY & GROWTH COMMITTEE FROM CABINET OR COUNCIL  
 
There were no items for this Committee’s consideration. 
 

52 2019/20 FORWARD PLAN  
 
There were no new items on the Forward Plan identified for this Committee’s 
consideration.  
 

53 WORKING GROUP UPDATES  
 
The Chair reported that he would be seeking further information to support the 
taxi working group in the new year.   
 

54 UPDATE ON FIRE SAFETY  
 
The Committee received the update from the Assistant Director, Assets on Fire 
Safety in High Rise Residential Buildings following the publication by the 
Government of its detailed set of proposals for consultation on the future of fire 
safety in high-rise residential buildings. 
 
It was reported that the key messages from this consultation were:- 
 

 Clearer responsibilities for those building or managing high-rise buildings  

 Giving a stronger voice in the system and better information for residents  

 Having greater oversight by regulators  

 Tougher enforcement when things go wrong 
 
The Assistant Director reported that the work to install sprinklers in the high rise 
buildings had been completed ahead of schedule, and residents’ satisfaction with 
the works was reported to be high. 
 
It was reported that the consultation indicated that there would be likely to be 
more pre-emptive work required to ensure there was a detailed description of the 
building and also that more individualised evacuation plans for residents in high 
rise buildings could be required, similar to those already in place in sheltered 
housing accommodation.  It was further reported that the definition of high rise 
could be extended to include any building over 11m. 
 
The Assistant Director reported that work was underway to identify the potential 
impacts on resources, including on staffing, of additional requirements.  Impacts 
in terms of additional job roles and training for different roles was expected to be 
required and some budgetary allowance was being made for this in the budget 
setting process.   However, until the Government sets out its legislative details, an 
accurate assessment was not possible.  However it was reported that it was 
expected that the legislative changes would have an impact on the 30 year 
Housing Revenue Account business plan. 
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The Committee considered the report and asked and received clarification in the 
following areas: 

 Whether the new requirements were likely to affect non-residential building 
such as Marmion House. It was reported that the focus at the moment 
remained on residential properties, as well as properties such as schools 
and hotels. 

 That there was expected to be a phased implementation period, to 
accommodate the need for new training and qualification courses to be 
developed. 

 Consideration of buildings within the Borough which whilst they may not 
reach 11m, nor 18m, were difficult to access.  

 The need to ensure that information on vulnerable residents was 
appropriately shared. 

 
The Chair thanked the Assistant Director for his update and attendance and 
noted that the Committee would receive a further update once any new 
legislative requirements were known. 
 
The Assistant Director left the meeting. 
 

 
55 INFRASTRUCTURE SAFETY & GROWTH SCRUTINY COMMITTEE WORK 

PLAN  
 
The Committee considered its Work Plan an updated it as follows: 
 

Infrastructure, Safety and Growth Scrutiny Work Plan 
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56 EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC  
 
RESOLVED: 
  
That members of the press and public be now excluded from the meeting during 
consideration of the following item on the grounds that the business involves the 
likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraphs 3 of Part 1 of 
Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended). 
  
(Moved by Councillor S Goodall and seconded by Councillor Dr S Peaple) 
 

57 FUTURE HIGH STREETS FUND UPDATE  
 
 

Work Plan 2019 - 2020 

DATE SUBJECT 

January 2020 CCTV review 

TBC Review of taxi evidence 

TBC Public Transport and taxis 

TBC People Helping People ( Community Safety) 

TBC Town Centre Growth 

TBC Events Offer (possible working group) 

March / April 2020 Review of Taxi Licensing Policy – Points 
System – 12 month review 

31 March Crime Figures for Tamworth and Community 
safety (tbc) – Annual update - Staffordshire 
Police to be invited 

When clarity on legislation  Fire Safety Update 

TBC Review of West Midlands Combined Authority 
– Green / Climate Strategy – targets and data 
for Tamworth 

Q2 2020/2021 Waste Management developments  

TBC Castle Update 

Upcoming Infrastructure, Safety and Growth Scrutiny Committee 
Meetings 

28 January 2020 

31 March 2020 
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The Portfolio Holder for Heritage and Growth introduced the Head of Economic 
Development and Regeneration to the Committee who provided an update on 
progress against the Future High Streets Fund project to date. 
 
The Head of Economic Development explained the process which the Council 
had followed to seek funding from the Government Future High Streets Fund, 
which had been launched in early 2019 to provide access to grants of between 
£5m and £25m to projects which would structurally transform town centres and 
meet local challenges. 
 
Tamworth’s application now forms part of the second tranche, which meant that 
the Council had been awarded revenue funding of £150,000 to develop a Green 
Book compliant business case.  A draft of this business case must be submitted 
by 15 March 2020, with the final business case submission by 30 June 2020.   
 
It was noted that an inception meeting with Government was expected in the new 
year.  A multi-disciplinary team of consultants had been appointed to deliver a 
Green Book complaint business case, which was being co-ordinated by the 
council.   
 
The Committee discussed the interactions that this process had with other 
planned work to develop town centre and tourism strategies and the need for the 
council to develop a cohesive theme across these work areas. It was noted that 
the Future High Streets Fund had a particular focus on the built environment and 
that the wider strategy work would need to be focussed appropriately. 
 
The Committee thanked the Portfolio Holder and the Head of Economic 
Development and Regeneration for their update and the report. 
 

  

 Chair  
 

 


